236           LIFE OF LORD OXFORD AND ASQUITH
1908         looked at the question from a purely educational point of view
Age 5 -56 were Qn ^ ^fa0ie relieved that Churchmen had not seized this
opportunity to obtain a permanent right of entry into the Council
Schools.
rv
The autumn of this year was marked by an incident which gave
Asquith no little pain and trouble, since it involved a colleague
whom he held in the highest respect. As part of the Eucharistic
Congress which was being held in London this year it was proposed
to hold a solemn procession in which the Host was to be carried
through the streets with a great company of Church dignitaries and
priests in their vestments attending. There was no doubt that this
was contrary to the Catholic Emancipation Act, but the Archbishop
of Westminster had communicated with the Chief Commissioner of
Police a month before the time fixed and had obtained his sanction
on the ground that the law had been waived on at least two previous
occasions and might therefore be regarded as obsolete.
The two previous occasions were minor incidents which did not
come to the knowledge of the public, but the Eucharistic Procession
now proposed was to be on a great and imposing scale, and a wide
advertisement was given to it. This evoked a stormy protest in all
parts of the country, and, as the day approached, it became evident
that there would be a very undesirable uproar, and even some risk
of disorder, if the idea of carrying the Host in procession were per-
sisted in. Asquith came into the business late in the day, but when
the facts were brought to his notice he at once decided that the
Archbishop must be asked to change his plans so as to bring them
into conformity with the law.
But it was most desirable that this should be done privately and
discreetly, and he therefore appealed to Lord Ripon, the one Roman
Catholic member of the Cabinet, to act as his intermediary with the
Archbishop. It was a painful and embarrassing mission, for there
were now only four days to the date fixed for the Procession, and the
Archbishop, who had acted with perfect correctness, had every right
to complain at the withdrawal at the last moment of the permission
which he had sought and obtained from the Chief Commissioner of
Police. Lord Ripon nevertheless very honourably undertook it, and
at his instance the Archbishop made the changes necessary to bring
1m plans within the law.
But Lord Ripon was a man of sensitive conscience, and though
he sgfceei with Asquith that the risk of bitterness and disorder